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• The British Blood Transfusion Society (BBTS) Transfusion Practitioners (TP) Special 

Interest Group (SIG) would like to begin providing meeting highlight reports to all TPs 

and individuals in equivalent roles.   
 

• The BBTS TP SIG have recently appointed a new Chair (Dr Karen Mead, Specialist 

Transfusion Practitioner from North Bristol NHS Trust) and Deputy Chair (Pedro Valle 

Vallines, Lead Transfusion Practitioner from Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust). 

 

• Meetings are held four times a year and membership consists of NHS Blood and 

Transplant Patient Blood Management Practitioners, in addition to TPs from all Regional 

Transfusion Committees in England plus representation from Wales, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland.  Highlight reports from the TP SIG will be delivered via these group members 

to their respective regions. 
 

• BBTS TP SIG membership has increased this year and an updated map of the UK with 

details of local representatives will be circulated with the next report. 

 

• The departing Chair, Aine O’Kane, published an excellent article in the 40th 

Anniversary edition (Sept 2023) of Bloodlines detailing the evolution of the BBTS TP 

group.  This recommended read is attached for interest.  
 

• The annual BBTS conference was held in Harrogate on September 12-14th 2023 and 

the TP session was well received, but overall TP attendance appeared to be low.    
 

How can you become involved?  

 

Please complete our questionnaire: https://forms.office.com/e/nTma7jAU3d 
 

• We are seeking feedback from those who weren’t present at the BBTS conference to 

identify any barriers that may have prevented attendance or any thoughts regarding 

how TP attendance could be increased at future conferences.   
 

• We are collating ideas for topics and areas of interest to be covered in the TP session 

at the forthcoming BBTS Conference 2024. 
 

• If you have any other comments or suggestions regarding the above, please pass 

them on to your local BBTS TP SIG representative or email karen.mead@nbt.nhs.uk  

https://forms.office.com/e/nTma7jAU3d
mailto:karen.mead@nbt.nhs.uk
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