PERCY OLIVER AND TOM RICHARDS - MEN OF ST IVES

Introduction
This i= the first of what | hope will bs an occasional series of articles, which as the
general title suggests are based on material from the BETS archives.

As the BETS Historian, | have been spanding soms tima familiarising mysalf with tha
archive material hald by the BETS. As membarz will know from the summary
information compiled and published by my predecessor, Mr Peter Howsll, much of
the material that is held relates to the history of the Socisty. In addition though there
iz some 'Mon-BETS material that has been sent to the Society at different times in
the past, all of it transfusion related, some of it unique, and much of it | balieve will ba
of interast to mambers. The aim of the 'From the Archives' articles will be to bring
soma of this material to the attention of BETS mambars.

Percy Lame Ofver Tam Richards

Many members will recall that the 'Oliver Memorial Award' used to be presented at
BETS Annual Scientific Mastings by Mr Frank Hanlay, Chairman of tha Oliver
Mamorial Fund. The fund was set up after the death of Percy Lane Oliver OBE
(18728-1344), which sach ygar makes an award to a medical or lay nomineg in
racognition for outstanding service in the fisld of blood transfusion. Ower the years,
many members of the Society have been honoured by being the recipient of this
prastigious award. A list of the awardess is published by the Royal Collega.

Percy Oliver was instrumental in putting togethar a 'pansl’ of voluntary blood donors
in London in 1921. At that time he was working for the Cambarwell division of the
British Red Cross in London, whan he received an urgent tslephone call from the
nearby King's Collage Hospital asking for someons to volunteer 1o be a blood donaor.
This incident is summarised in a paper by a past-President of the BETS, Dr George
W.G. Bird ', published in the Society's journal Transfusion Medicine. At that time,
blood was given ‘on the hoof so to speak, with the donor donating blood directly for a
specific patient, at the time that the patient needed i.

This experience led Parcy Oliver to set-up a system whereby a number of valuntear
blood donors could be called upon to give blood when required in an emergency. He
did this completaly voluntarily, initially from his own home and subsequently spent a
graat deal of his time travelling around the country giving falks to illustrate the
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process and encouraging others to become blood donors. Although | was aware of
the published information about Percy Lane Oliver and the award, | was infrigued to
find an article abouwt Percy Olivar written by a Mr Tom Richards in a ‘general file’
within the BBTS Archiwe. The material includes a letter from Tom Richards to Mr
Gary Augtin ithen Chief Executive, Mational Blood Savice, based at the Bristol Blood
Cantre) who he had mat at the presentation of the Oliver Mamaorial Award to a Mrs
Baings, a copy of a lettar from Mr Richards to Tha Editor of the Sf fves Timas & Echo
and a copy of an article about Parcy Lane Olivar, written by Tom Richards. | do not
know for sure how this material came to be within the EETS Archive, but | believs
that the letters and article originally ssnt to the Bristol Blood Centre wera than
forwarded to the Society, presumably because of its association at that ime with the
presantation of the Oliver Memorial Award.

Mr Richards' latter of 23™ July 1994 i mainly about Mrs Joan Baines (a Voluntary
Blood Donor Organiser) who was presanted with the Oliver Mamorial Award in that
vear. BETS members may be interested to know that there were actually two
racipients of the award in 1994, the other person being a very active Founder
Mamber of the BETS, Dr Douglas Voak (ex-Cambridge Blood Centre). Mr Tom
Richards wrote to the Editor of the St fwes Times & Echo about the presentation of
the award - a copy of the |stter is reproduced balow:
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23 July 1554
The Edilor

Sk, Dz Tiirsss & Ecled

High Znesx

21 lwes

nrmasll

Diear Sir,

This wasak | was A guies! of tha Qlver Memorial Fund Commtice o e presemiabon of this
wonls Momoral SBward. Readams of the Times & Echa and thoss who atbesded the umeeiling of
the Fercy CHierr plague in the Sennack Sungery. will reczll thed e Fund veas sed upin 1844
attes e demih af Parcy Slver, o perpsstuates e memory O UeE man, Bom in 8L ves, whose
paneering ook wille wolunlEry Bisad donoes kad Lo the presant naliansl and inbematinnal
araniegliong. This presligios Swand is mede snnuslly o & mesical or 2y peersom, year and yaar
about, Tor halr camrihithion 1o e scrvies, Scieotan 15 mace by the Commebtee from nominstions
syimithed natinnwics, and consisis of o sufably inscribed plages, a chegque, and, of course, &
pilaes in e recod books.

Thes yedr's recipien] i5 Mm. Jean Baines wha far the pest 20 years has keen ihe salunkany Losal
CirgEnise for e Molksham sres of WiHshIn:. Mrs. Baines was hemself a donar, giving an
axoaplicral 82 danatans of Bood unhl she rebred from danating 2 e age of 65 somss B péam
Agn During the 20 years the nember of donar sessions has incressed Trom Tour o 18, with
arcand 2 000 dorsdions & vear benng laket oo Lhase sassinng. This has Besn achicyed themugh
Her unvesneaiire] enhississm and the Condinuing sisppan of hercoleagues and The local
Cimunily.

1w inberetes] bo (i s altbaugh dhe 40 o 80 persons who aiencded &l e connoians
wile e b donor sarsios and e Srilish FRed Sross, they know Ife or rathing of Pancy Siver
and ki work, 1L was an deal caperunity b el them, and & & hoped ehat publication of
rfermaatian inihe ool nesspapers anc the nessketter of the Willshine Dranch of the Srilish Red
Cross will add hancoar B e memary of the iren ard al the sames 1ims enciimacs new domoms o
o foresard. This B2 impoclaed inowiesy of the incrassing demard for beod, nof only bar
tramsfusions, Dol als0 Fr cancer ireabment, IFmay red be genermilty koo that sechnigues hove
now haen parfeched which cxtract fram nkaod e platekes which are reguired for cartain cancer
freaime s, caabling the red cells o be retumed bo the dunor.

In trver 20 weans SHca the incaplion of the Swand hens es baen nn meipkent west of Exeter, | Is
10 bea e thesl oo & Tutune aenasion / Cemish neminaion might win the sslsctian, @ eeen
hatter B A ware fmm St sl

Vaurs tnay,

|
!

LAy

Tam Richands
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| tried to contact Mr Richards to ask permission to use his articla, only to find that he
had sadly died in August 2009 after a sovere stroke. His daughters (Ms Elizabath
Gould and Ms Susan Magle) did however tall me that their father was actively writing
and researching until his death. Mr Richards had in fact published a series of articlas
called "A Word in Your Ear, becoming a family historian and researcher following his
sarly retiremant after working for 40 years with the Great Western Railway. What
surprized me the most was to find that Tom Richards had no scientific or medical
training, but his article on Percy Lane Oliver, orginally published in The St fves
Times and Echo, illustrates his excellent research capability and his ability to produce
a wery readable aricle that is in all aspects factually accurats. As the article
(reproduced below with parmission) illustrates Parcy Lane Oliver and Tom Richards
shared a common ancestor and a common place of birth <= St lves, Cornwall.  If you
arg interestad in leaming more about Parcy Lans Oliver and put hiz name into
Google, then two of the webseites that are listed ®% use matorial taken from this
article written by Tom Richards!

Feferences:
1. Percy Lare Cliver OBE [1878-1844); founder of the first wvolurdary blood donor panel.
Transfusion Medcine, 1922, 2 (2] 158-160.
2. Red Gold: /i
3. History of St lves — Comwal | wwe.stives-commaall o ukist-hes-histons-3.Himl

Mote: The Toc H' iderified in the article relers 10 an intemational chadty that emerged from a soldiers
club in Poperinge, Belgium durng World War |, set up inowhet was known &3 Talbot House', which
becamse kneown by s inlials TH and then inthe radio signallers’ jamgon of the day as Toc H.

Fhil Learoyd
BETS Historian
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Transcript of the article written by Tom Richards in 1994

Percy Lane Oliver O.B.E. {1878-1944)
Founder of the voluntary blood donor service

Could you put a name to the man who devslopad the system of volunteer blood
donors which is now accepted as part of our health system? | have askad many
people, including members of the medical profession, and while they know who was
imwolvad with cancer treatment, wvaccination, anassthetics and penicillin, hardly
anyona outsida the Blood Transfusion Service racognises the nams of Percy Lans
Olivear. | knew nothing of him, or the fact that he was bom in my home town of St.
lves Cornwall, until | did some work on the transcription of part of the 1881 census
imvolving St Ives and was asked if | could find some information relating to Oliver's
family. From this modast enguiry | found he and | had the same family rocts, which
kindled the desire to find more about him and to make him more widely known.

Blood has always had a fascination for the human race. Shakespeare's plays drip
with it. Tracker dogs wera called bloodhounds, and the Salvation Ammy incorporated
it into its motto Blood and Fire. While the alchamists of old sought to transmuts base
metals into gold, othars were sxperimanting with the replacement of ‘worn-out’ blood
to treat senility and chronic diseases. In Greek mythology Medsa, a magician, wife of
Jason of the Argonauts, restored her aged Ffather-in-law to the vigour and
sprightliness aof youth by drawing away the blood from his weins and filing thaem again
with the juices of certain herbs. Sadly, offorts to find the recipe have bosn
unsuccessful and the potion is not available on the NHS! Attempts were made in the
15th century to rejuvenate Pope Innocent VI In 1652 the Rev. Francis Potter, Vicar
of Kilmarton in Somerset experimentad with transfusions using a hen. It ssams theay
did not have Medea's success.

It was not until 1818 that human blood was used, by syringe, and by this mathod
casualties ware treated in the Franco-Prussian war. In 1900 the four major blood
groups were discoverad, and in 1914 sodium citrate was found to be the ideal anti-
coagulant. The casualties of the First World War gave surgeons opportunities of
developing and improving the techniques of transfusion and in this they were helpad
by tha readily available source of donors. Lightly wounded men were invitad to act as
donors, and rewarded with 14 days in "Blighty”.

The experience gained in field hospitals was valuable in peacstime, but the post-war
problemn was the availability of donors. Some surgeons retained their own, whom
they could call upon on demand and who ware paid so much per session, but it was
generally a rather hit and miss situation. All this, howsaver, was to change as a result
of a telaphone call to Parcy Lana Oliver in Octobar 1921,

Percy Lane Oliver was born on 11th April 1878 at the home of his grandparents, Paul
and Margery Cumow, in Fish Street, St lves. Paul Cumow was a blacksmith and
ralief kesper for Godrevy lighthousa in St lves Bay, as wall as a highly respectad
lifeboat cox'n, whose decorations included a medal from Emparor Mapolaon 1.

At the time of Percy's birth the Oliver family lived in Maidenhead, where his father
and mothar were teachars. The family moved to London around 1883, and in 1822
Percy won a Science and Art Scholarship. In 1893 ha passed first in the CMI Service
Examination out of 449 candidates, but was rejacted by the Medical Board. One
wonders how the course of medical history might have baan changed if he had baan
accepted! Following this disappointment he got a job as Assistant librarian with
Camberwsll Borough Council in 1833, and in 1201 transfarred to the town hall staff,
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whare he remainad uniil his retirement. He was a founder member of the Camberaweall
Division of the Briish Red Cross and became its Honorary Secretary in 1910,

During the First Waorld War he servad in the Royal Maval Air Service, stationed at
Crystal Palace, and during his off-duty and leave pariods he and his wife engaged in
considerable work in connection with refugees, organising and financially managing
four refugea hostals in Cambarweall. For this he was awarded the O.B.E. in 1918, the
prasentation being made by King George V personally. On leaving Buckingham
Palace aftar receiving his award onlookers mistook his medal for a VC and chaired
him down the road!

In October 1921, in his capacity as Hon. Sec. of the Cambserwell Branch of the Red
Cross, he received a telephone call from the nearby King's College Hospital. They
ware in urgent need of a blood donor and sought his help. He and a numbsar of
colleaguas went to the hospital, and from them Sister Linstead, a Red Cross worker,
was chosan, bacoming tha first voluntary blood donar. The results of this exarcise so
impressaed Oliver that mainly with the help of his wife he sst about devising and
organising a system for a panel of donor voluntears, whose health and blood details
wara chackad by the hospital and kept on record cards in his home, where thare was
continuous telephone cover. In the first year there were four membears of the pansl
and they had one call. Five years later thare wera 400 members and ovar 700 calls.
Oliver was corvinced that organised panels of volunteer donors wera the answar and
he worked hard at setting up similar pansls, particularly in London, with the halp of
groups such as 5t. John Ambulance, Toc H and the Rover Scouts. To cops with the
organisation and the paperwork it was also nacessary to move to a langer housal
Much of his free time was spent travelling round the country, explaining the system
and encouraging the formation of yet more local groups of voluntears.

Although on its inception in 1921 Oliver callad it the London Blood Transfusion
Service, it was really a voluntary donor service for local hospitals. |t progressed 1o the
stage whara the official support of the British Red Cross Society was considered
gszential. This was forthcoming and in 1926 it became the British Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service, later changed to the Greater London Red Cross B.T. Service
and evaentually devslopsd into the Mational Blood Transfusion Service which is so
familiar to us today. Genaral hospitals ware not charged for the service and no
payment was ever mads to, or expectad by, the donors. The expenzes of running the
organisation from the house in South London werne mat by charging private clinics, by
grants from Institutions, and by Cliver's own efforts.

Oliver had the support of many eminant surgeons and doctors, but there wera others
who resented this intrusion into madical presarves by a layman. Many donors had to
keap thair involvement secret from families and smployers, and as recently as 1940
Percy Oliver was still travsling the country trying to dispel apprehensions and
ancourags the supply of donors and tha setting up of pansls. In February of that year
he raturned to 5t lves where he gave an illustrated lecture at which the Area
Secratary of Toc H asked those present *... not to stand in the way of would-be
donors, but rather fo go out and radiate the wonderful work that had been done and
was being dons by blood transfusion__.".

Oliver's work attracted attention worldwide and many countries sent representatives
who sought and acted upon his advice on setting up similar organisafions. In 1937 an
axhibition at a masting of the Voluntary Blood Donors Association featured the idea
of stored blood which, although ariginally used by Canadian doctors in the first war,
had basn brought to the fora in the Spanish Civil War. This was to bacome the basis
of the wartime blood bank which Oliver halped to create at Luton in 1939,
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Surprisingly Oliver received no official recognition for his work in the development of
voluntary blood donor panels, although in later years he was invited back to the
Palace to talk with the King about his wark.

Percy Lane Oliver diad on 16th April 1944, but his achievements are not forgotten. A
memarial consisting of a portrait and a panel with an appropriate inscription was
urveiled in the entrance hall of the Haematology Department of King's Collage
Hospital, London in 1972 by Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester. A
framad copy of thiz is in every Regional Transfusion Centra in Britain, and anothar is
in the Donor Centre in Rome, bearing a suitable franslation. In 1973 the Graater
London Council provided an appropriate plaque on the houss in South London where
s0 much of Oliver's waork was undertaken. Thoss who worked with him establizshed a
Momaorial Fund which each yoar makes an award to a medical or lay nominae, year
and yaar about, in recognition for outstanding sarvice in the fisld of blood transfusion.
This is a prastigious award and recognisaed as such by those in the business. The
Fund alzo offers modest grants to young scientists invaolved in appropriate research
projects.

While Oliver's work was recognised in London, in Regional Transfusion Cenfres
around the country, and in Rome, there was nothing in the town of his birth, and
arising from discussions with his daughter, har family, and officers of the Memorial
Fund, it was proposed that a plague be aracted in 5t. lves. It so happenad that a new
Haalth Cenfre was due to opan, which would provide an ideal location. The concept
was warmly supportad by the St. Ives Town Council and the Doctors who would be
occupying the Health Centra, and on Friday 11th Aprl 12992 a suitably inscribad
Comish granite plague, accompanied by a portrait, was unvailed by the Mayor in the
prasence of Lady Limarick, Chairman of the British Red Cross Society, membars of
Oliver's family and Mr. Frank Hanley, who worked with Percy Oliver and was for
many years Chairman of the Memorial Fund.

While these memorials remind us of where Oliver was born and where he lived and
worked, his greatest memorial is in the voluntary blood donor organisations around
the world which he worked so hard to creats. So the next time you see a blood
transfusion van travelling at spead with its blue light Aashing, or when you or a
relative have a blood transfusion, spare a thought for Percy Lane Olivar, Sister
Linstead and the army of voluntary donors and organisers; and if you have the time,
sea if there is anything you can do to help carry on the work he started.
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