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Highlight Report -TP Specialist Interest 
Group (SIG): September 2026 

Key Updates 
TP SIG Leadership 

Samantha Bonney has stepped up as the new TP SIG chair, following Danny Gaskin 
interim term. Pedro Valle Vallines will continue to support Sam as the existing co-chair. 
The news was formally announced in Glasgow during the 2026 BBTS Annual 
Conference. 

Bloodlines Contributions 

Recent and upcoming articles continue to showcase the breadth of TP practice across 
the UK and internationally, the latest articles endorsed by the TP SIG included in 
Bloodlines 157 are attached to this document below. TP SIG members are encouraged 
to submit articles, including collaborative or externally authored pieces.  

Transfusion Practitioner SIG Session at BBTS 2026: 
Chair’s reflection. 
The Transfusion Practitioner Specialist Interest Group (TP SIG) session at BBTS 2026 
was a huge success. We were delighted to be given the opportunity to hold the session 
in the main auditorium, which provided a fantastic setting for our speakers and 
audience and helped create an excellent atmosphere throughout. The session was very 
well attended, and we await the formal conference feedback and attendance figures. 

Maternity transfusion safety 
This year, the TP SIG chose to focus on maternity transfusion safety and the delivery of 
anti-D prophylaxis. Maternity care has received significant national attention in recent 
years, with reviews including the Ockenden Review and the more recent Amos Review 
highlighting the devastating consequences that failures in maternity care can have for 
women, babies and their families. These reviews have also reinforced the importance of 
effective communication, learning from incidents and strong multidisciplinary working. 
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Transfusion teams have an important role throughout the maternity pathway, including 
antenatal blood group and antibody screening, foetomaternal haemorrhage 
quantification, supporting the management of obstetric haemorrhage and ensuring the 
appropriate use of anti-D immunoglobulin. 

Anti-D prophylaxis represents one of the major successes of modern transfusion 
medicine. However, haemovigilance learning continues to identify opportunities to 
improve practice, including incidents involving omitted or delayed administration, 
knowledge gaps, IT-related issues and the challenges associated with evolving 
pathways such as cell-free foetal DNA testing. 

Our session therefore brought together speakers from different professional 
backgrounds to consider these issues from both laboratory and clinical perspectives 
and, importantly, to explore how multidisciplinary working can reduce risk and 
strengthen maternity transfusion safety. 

Our speakers 
We were delighted to welcome: 

• Dr Eithar Babikir, IMT-2, Royal Liverpool University Hospitals 

• Sue Pope, Senior Sister – Kent Ward, Medway NHS Foundation Trust 

• Bronagh O’Neill, Area Haemovigilance Practitioner, Southern Health & Social 
Care Trust 

Together, the speakers brought valuable perspectives from medicine, nursing and 
haemovigilance, generating an engaging discussion around the practical challenges of 
delivering safe anti-D prophylaxis and the opportunities to improve communication, 
knowledge and practice across professional boundaries. 

The session was chaired by Danny Gaskin, Chair of the TP SIG, alongside Pedro Valle 
Vallines, Deputy Chair of the TP SIG. 

TP SIG Award 
Another highlight of the session was the presentation of the annual TP SIG Award. It was 
brilliant to welcome Wendy McSporran, last year's award recipient, back to the stage to 
present the award to this year's recipient, Stuart Lord, Lead Transfusion Practitioner at 
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 
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Having the previous year's recipient return to present the award was a fitting way to 
recognise the contribution and achievements of Transfusion Practitioners and to 
continue building the sense of community that sits at the heart of the SIG.  

 

 

 

 

SIG leadership handover 
The session also marked an important moment for the future of the TP SIG, with Danny 
Gaskin formally handing over the Chair to Sam Bonney, Lead Transfusion Practitioner at 
Mersey and West Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Danny had served as interim Chair for the previous year while the group recruited a new 
Chair. Throughout that period, a key principle had been that the SIG should ultimately 
be led by a Transfusion Practitioner – someone with first-hand understanding of the 
challenges, priorities and professional interests of TPs. 

It was therefore a great pleasure to formally hand over the reins to Sam at BBTS 2026. 
Her appointment provides an exciting opportunity to build on the work of the past year 
and take the SIG forward under the leadership of a practising Transfusion Practitioner. 

Stuart Lord (2026 TP Award Winner) with Wendy McSporran (2025 TP Award Winner). 
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The handover also provided an opportunity to thank the wider TP community for their 
support over the past year and everyone who has contributed to the SIG, supported its 
sessions and helped shape its continued development. 

Looking forward 
Overall, the BBTS 2026 TP SIG session provided a fantastic opportunity to bring together 
colleagues from across transfusion and maternity care around an important patient 
safety issue. The combination of an excellent multidisciplinary speaker panel, strong 
attendance, an engaged audience, recognition of achievement through the TP SIG 
Award and the formal handover to a new Chair made it a particularly memorable 
session. 

We look forward to reviewing the formal delegate feedback and attendance figures and 
to seeing the TP SIG continue to develop under Sam's leadership. 

TP Role Development 
National TP Framework 

The Professional Development Framework for Transfusion Practitioners and the 
Supportive and Assistive Workforce can now be accessed via https://nbtc-
up.targeted.agency/news/2026/professional-development-framework-now-available  

Next Meeting Dates 
• 7th  December 2026  
• March 2027 

  

https://nbtc-up.targeted.agency/news/2026/professional-development-framework-now-available
https://nbtc-up.targeted.agency/news/2026/professional-development-framework-now-available
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