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Key Updates
TP SIG Leadership

Danny Gaskin has stepped into the role of interim Chair following Karen Mead finishing
her term as Chair. Expressions of interest for the permanent Chair role remain open,
and members are encouraged to consider this opportunity. A recruitment pack is being
explored to support wider engagement.

BBTS Website and TP Forum

Work is ongoing to update the TP SIG webpage and resolve administrator access issues
on the TP forum. Members are encouraged to actively use the forum to share queries,
resources, and learning across the network.

Bloodlines Contributions

Recent and upcoming articles continue to showcase the breadth of TP practice across
the UK and internationally, with contributions planned from multiple regions. Members
are encouraged to submit articles, including collaborative or externally authored pieces.

BBTS Conference and SIG Activity

BBTS Conference 2026 — Registration Now Open

Registration for the BBTS Conference 2026 (Glasgow, 15-17 September) is now open.
Further information, including programme details and registration, can be found here:
https://www.bbts.org.uk/bbts2026/

Awards and Recognition

Nominations for both the Mollison Award and the TP SIG Award have now been received
and submitted and are currently subject to Council vote. Engagement has been strong
across all four nations, with a high volume of nominations received for transfusion
practitioners. The TP SIG Award continues to recognise outstanding contributions to
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transfusion practice, with plans to establish the tradition of previous winners presenting
the award at future conferences.

TP SIG Conference Session

We have received some interest in abstract submissions for the TP SIG session. Work is
underway to identify a unifying theme for the session, with suggested topics including:

e Digital transformation in transfusion

e Implementation of new clinical transfusion standards
e Experiences relating to TACO and clinical safety alerts
e Maternity care and transfusion

Members are encouraged to submit further ideas to shape future conference
programmes.

Conference Engagement

Attendance at the 2025 TP SIG session exceeded expectations, reflecting increasing
interest and visibility of the TP role within the wider transfusion community.

TP Role Development

National TP Framework

Significant progress continues on the development of the National TP Professional
Framework, with wide stakeholder engagement across NHS England and regional
networks. Final stages of review and sign-off are anticipated shortly.

Feedback has highlighted opportunities to strengthen alignment with workforce
planning and organisational structures. The framework is expected to support
consistency in role definition, career development, and service capacity planning.

Specialist CTP Programme

Development of the BBTS Specialist Certificate for Transfusion Practitioners remains in
progress, with optimism that enrolment may reopen during 2026.

Next Meeting Dates

e 10June 2026
e 8 September 2026
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2025: THE YEAR OF
THE TRANSFUSION
PRACTITIONER

Rachel Moss
Advanced Transfusion Practitioner

It 15 difficuit ko remember a time when
thie Transtusion Practitioners (known

as TPs) weren't around to fulfll the
safety and training requirements for
clinical transtusion. How did the rose
come into being? The 2000,/2000
SHOT report{1] stated that =Transfusion
Practitioners should be appointed in

all MHS trusts, and they play a key role
In staif training and Implementation

of safe ransfuslon practice, as well as
Inappropriate blood component usage”
and this was supported by the Better
Bilood Transfusion (1, 2 & %) documents
paubilished around this time]2]. 50 really
Transfusion Practitionars should be
celebrating thair 25-year Siver Jublisal
Although it was 2005 by the time most
MHS Trusts had one TP In post so a China
celebration (20 years) might be better. A
teapot for your TP perhaps?

5o, what recommendations and updates
occurred In transfusion between 2005
and 20257 And how has that Impacted
the TP role?

2005 was a milestone year with the Blood
Safety & Quality Regulations 2005[3]
coming Into force, which changed the
transfusion landscape forever. Traceabdlity
became a reguiatory thing, with much of
thi traceabdlity burden ending up with
the TPs. Something that probably hasn't
changed for many.

2006 had the NPSA (National Patient

safety Agency) Safer Practice Motice 14
“right patient right blood T 4] supported
by SHOT. Thils really defined the training

12 THAMSFUSION PRACTIONER

‘Wendy McSporan
Advanced Transfuslon Practitioner

and compatancies required for clinical
staft with the Blood Sampling, Blood
Collection and Blood Administration
becoming the three key areas. Again,
the onus on ensuring all these wene
completed came to the Transtusion
Practitioners. With many trusts having
thousands of staff iImohved In the
transfusion process and TP teams baing
between 1and 4, this was a mammoth
task.

2014 saw the formal launch of patlent
bilood management (PEM) through the
Mational Blood Transfusion Committea's
publication of Patient Biood Management,
an evidence-based approach to patlent
care]5] and this document cutlined the
TP role In transfusion education, Incident
Investigation and audit management.

The recommendations have been plentitul
to owerses the necessary IMprovements
In transfusion care for patients. They
Include the publication of guidelines

by MICE (2015M 6] and the subsequent
Guality Standards 138, and with this the
requirements for reguiar audit and results
now transparent on moded hospital
There Is also the National Comparative
Audit programme for transfusion, again
necessitating continuing IMprosement
through the sudit cycles for patient cars
through optimised blocd health and safe
transfusion

The last bwo symposiums for transfusion,
Transfusion 2024 (2019) and Transtusion
Transformation (2024) have also
considered the workforoe necessary
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The Transfusion
Practitioner carries
much of the

responsibility for
delivering key clinical
transfusion milestones.

and responsible for meeting the service
requirements. This was very needed

as we all know. As the recent BSH
workforce report (2025) highlightad
much of transfusion waork |15 unreported”
and it went on to say "The clinical
haematological input to transfusion Is
dellvered by physiclans and transfusion
practitioness, 25% of whom are single
handed practiticners for large hospital
groups.’ [71

Al the recommendations required Input
and energy from the Hospital Transfuslion
Team, but much of the responsibility for
managing, owerseaing of undertaking
these key clinical transfusion milestones
was with the Transfusion Practitioner.
Finally there was engagement at
SYMposiums Forming future strategy with
what the small workforce required In
terms of education and staffing

b suppeort
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A Rachel Moss receiving the Gold Medal
from David Roberts.

the rode.

So how do we plan for the future? The TP
Framework Is being developed for now
and the next generation of Transfusion
Practitioners. This will be published In
Spring 2026 and will focus on the 4
strands that underpin the TP role.

= Facistation of learning

= Leadership and management

=  Professional and clinical practice

= Research and Innovation

It has taken 25 years from the first
recommendations that a TP Is needed

for safe blood transfusion for a formal
framework to be developed, and hopefully
this is just the beginning of all heaith care
provider organisations, (whether NHS,
private or even International) recognising
what benefits the Transfusion Practitioner
role brings to the patient and the whoile
transfusion process.

So why was 2025 the year of the
Transfusion Practitioner? Well for the
first time BBTS awarded two Transfusion
Practitioners for their outstanding
contribution to transfusion.

Wendy McSporran Is the Advanced
Transfusion Practitioner at the Royal
Marsden Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
The BBTS TP Special Interest Group (SIG)
awarded Wendy the first ever Transfusion
Practitioner award.

The award was given In recognition of
the significant contribution to transfusion
practice from a TP perspective and to
the benefit of the wider transfusion
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A Wendy receiving the TP SIG award
from Karen Mead

community. Wendy had contributed
towards 72024 and Transfusion
Transformation, BSH guidelines, NCA
planning and report compiiation, journal
article publications, and leadership with
the TP framework.

Rachel Moss Is the Is the Advanced
Transfusion Practitioner at Great
Ormond Street Hospital for Chitdren NHS
Foundation Trust. BEBTS awarded Rachel
the Goid Medal Award, the only award
voted for by BETS Councll and Is awarded
to an Individual for their exceptional and
long standing services to the Soclety and
to the practice of blood transfusion In
the UK. Rachel is the first TP to win this
award.

Rachel started as a TP in 2003 and llke
many TPs had to develop the rode from
the beginning. In the following 22 years
Rachel has been active In reglonal and
national committees. In 2015 Rachel
presented on the “Role of the TP in the
UK at the ISBT (International Soclety
Blood Transfusion) Annual Scientific
Meeting In London. From that meeting
Rachel heiped establish the ISBT TP
Forum and Is currently the Chair. Rachel
has spoken internationaity on the role of
the TP and has co-authored published
papers on the TP Role[8,9], and with
other members of the ISBT TP Group has
published a series of podcasts called “TPs
around the world™.

So perhaps these amazing awards are 3
reason for a goiden cedebration.
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