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Highlight Report -TP Specialist Interest 
Group (SIG): March 2026 

Key Updates 
TP SIG Leadership 

Danny Gaskin has stepped into the role of interim Chair following Karen Mead finishing 
her term as Chair. Expressions of interest for the permanent Chair role remain open, 
and members are encouraged to consider this opportunity. A recruitment pack is being 
explored to support wider engagement.  

BBTS Website and TP Forum 

Work is ongoing to update the TP SIG webpage and resolve administrator access issues 
on the TP forum. Members are encouraged to actively use the forum to share queries, 
resources, and learning across the network.  

Bloodlines Contributions 

Recent and upcoming articles continue to showcase the breadth of TP practice across 
the UK and internationally, with contributions planned from multiple regions. Members 
are encouraged to submit articles, including collaborative or externally authored pieces.  

BBTS Conference and SIG Activity 
BBTS Conference 2026 – Registration Now Open 

Registration for the BBTS Conference 2026 (Glasgow, 15–17 September) is now open. 
Further information, including programme details and registration, can be found here: 
https://www.bbts.org.uk/bbts2026/  

Awards and Recognition 

Nominations for both the Mollison Award and the TP SIG Award have now been received 
and submitted and are currently subject to Council vote. Engagement has been strong 
across all four nations, with a high volume of nominations received for transfusion 
practitioners. The TP SIG Award continues to recognise outstanding contributions to 
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transfusion practice, with plans to establish the tradition of previous winners presenting 
the award at future conferences. 

TP SIG Conference Session 

We have received some interest in abstract submissions for the TP SIG session. Work is 
underway to identify a unifying theme for the session, with suggested topics including:  

• Digital transformation in transfusion  
• Implementation of new clinical transfusion standards  
• Experiences relating to TACO and clinical safety alerts  
• Maternity care and transfusion  

Members are encouraged to submit further ideas to shape future conference 
programmes. 

Conference Engagement 

Attendance at the 2025 TP SIG session exceeded expectations, reflecting increasing 
interest and visibility of the TP role within the wider transfusion community.  

TP Role Development 
National TP Framework 

Significant progress continues on the development of the National TP Professional 
Framework, with wide stakeholder engagement across NHS England and regional 
networks. Final stages of review and sign-off are anticipated shortly.  

Feedback has highlighted opportunities to strengthen alignment with workforce 
planning and organisational structures. The framework is expected to support 
consistency in role definition, career development, and service capacity planning. 

Specialist CTP Programme 

Development of the BBTS Specialist Certificate for Transfusion Practitioners remains in 
progress, with optimism that enrolment may reopen during 2026.  

 Next Meeting Dates 
• 10 June 2026  
• 8 September 2026 
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