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Highlight Report -TP Specialist Interest 
Group (SIG): July 2026 

Key Updates 
TP SIG Leadership 

Danny Gaskin continues to act as interim Chair and has agreed to remain in the role 
alongside Pedro Valle Vallines, until after the BBTS Annual Conference. Expressions of 
interest for the permanent Chair role remain open, and members are encouraged to 
consider this opportunity. Several promising conversations have taken place with 
interested members, and we hope to appoint a new Chair in the coming weeks, with a 
view to them taking over following the conference. All being well, we hope to announce 
the new Chair at the conference. 

Bloodlines Contributions 

Recent and upcoming articles continue to showcase the breadth of TP practice across 
the UK and internationally, with contributions planned from multiple regions. Members 
are encouraged to submit articles, including collaborative or externally authored pieces.  

Claire Sidaway was featured in the ‘Meet the Member’ column in Bloodlines Issue 156, 
providing an opportunity to showcase the role of Transfusion Practitioners and highlight 
the valuable work being undertaken across the profession. 

BBTS Conference and SIG Activity 
BBTS Conference 2026 – Registration Now Open 

Registration for the BBTS Conference 2026 (Glasgow, 15–17 September) is now open. 
Further information, including programme details and registration, can be found here: 
https://www.bbts.org.uk/bbts2026/  

Awards and Recognition 

Both the Mollison Award and the TP SIG Award have now been awarded, with the 
successful recipients contacted ahead of the awards being formally presented at the 
BBTS Annual Conference. We are particularly pleased to welcome this year’s TP SIG 
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Award winner to our session at the conference, where the award will be presented by 
the previous recipient. This continues our aim of establishing a tradition of previous 
winners presenting the TP SIG Award to the next recipient. 

TP SIG Conference Session 

The TP SIG session at this year’s BBTS Annual Conference will focus on maternity care, 
with particular emphasis on the safe delivery of anti-D prophylaxis. Against a backdrop 
of continued national focus on maternity safety, the session will explore the important 
contribution of transfusion services to the care of women during pregnancy and 
beyond. 

Anti-D prophylaxis remains one of the most successful interventions in transfusion 
medicine; however, recent SHOT reporting continues to highlight incidents involving 
omitted or delayed administration and the importance of effective communication, 
reliable systems and multidisciplinary working. 

The session will bring together perspectives from across the maternity and transfusion 
pathway, with contributions from transfusion practitioners, doctors, nurses, midwives 
and biomedical scientists. Alongside invited speakers, the session will include the 
presentation of the 2026 BBTS TP SIG Award and a series of flash presentations 
showcasing quality improvement, innovation and good practice from across the 
transfusion practitioner community. 

TP Role Development 
National TP Framework 

Significant progress continues on the development of the National TP Professional 
Framework. Following a recommendation from the TP SIG, BBTS has formally endorsed 
the framework, representing an important step in supporting its wider adoption and 
recognition. 

Next Meeting Dates 
• 8th September 2026 
• 7th December 2026 

 



 
 

Page 3 of 4 
 

 

  



 
 

Page 4 of 4 
 

 


