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THANK YOU!



TRANSFUSION 2024

• National symposium in London, March 2019

• Hosted by NBTC and attended by many key stakeholders

• Forum for debate and discussion

• ”Setting a 5-year strategy for clinical and laboratory transfusion practice”

• Building on previous strategies:

• Better Blood Transfusion

• Patient Blood Management



TRANSFUSION 2024

• Four themes:

• Patient Blood Management

• Transfusion Laboratory Safety

• Harnessing Technology and Innovation

• Transfusion and the Wider NHS

• Education represented in each of the themes

• Focussing today on issues relevant to laboratory-based education



TRANSFUSION 2024

• Outputs still being finalized

• Some challenges discussed relevant to education:

• Increasingly pressured working environment

• Increased staff turnover – training ‘burden’

• Laboratory consolidation

• Loss of highly skilled / experienced staff

• Less specialized undergraduate training

• Move away from supernumerary trainee posts

P. Bolton-Maggs et al. Transfusion Medicine 2019



OTHER CHALLENGES

• “Not just content but delivery”

• “Incident-driven” teaching priorities 

• Reviewing and sharing learning

• What reflection is there?

• Study leave budgets (or lack of)

• Ability to attend external events

• Educating outside of biomedical science

P. Bolton-Maggs et al. Transfusion Medicine 2019



BEYOND BMS!



TRANSFUSION 
MEDICINE

Rowley, M. 2015 NE RTC Presentation 



TRANSFUSION 
MEDICINE

JRCPTB, 2015.

Essential Transfusion Medicine

Intermediate Transfusion Medicine

FRCPath Revision Course



TRANSFUSION MEDICINE



BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE



STRATEGIES TO MOVE FORWARD

• Must be an emphasis on the learner’s responsibility

• Identify a learning ‘champion’

• Put teaching sessions in the diary

• Try to promote a culture of Q&A

• Ask your transfusion haematologist to help!

• Point people towards good resources



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

• Networking!

• NHSBT / RCI involvement



NEWCASTLE: MICROCOSM



INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

• Networking!

• NHSBT / RCI involvement



CONCLUSION

• There are lots of excellent resources out there to point people towards

• You don’t have to do everything yourself

• It is good to have an engaged and supportive haematologist

• Looking beyond just our own hospitals has great potential merit
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