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Target number of patients nationally: 490

Length of recruitment: 3 ½ years
Length of follow-up: main trial data collection ends at death, hospital discharge
or at 30 days follow-up, whichever occurs first

Study funding duration: 4 years

It is routine practice to give patients who have suffered major traumatic
haemorrhage, blood products (blood and plasma) in hospital but there is insufficient
good-quality evidence to support the use of blood products during resuscitation in a
pre-hospital setting.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-birmingham-38467570/midlands-air-ambulance-blood-trial-takes-off

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-birmingham-38467570/midlands-air-ambulance-blood-trial-takes-off


Investigate the clinical effectiveness of pre-hospital blood product (PHBP)
resuscitation compared to the current standard care of restricted crystalloid-
based resuscitation (standard care) in patients suffering from major
traumatic haemorrhage.

Traumatic injury 
Pre-Hospital Emergency Medical (PHEM) team attend
Hypotension (defined criteria)

Children (known or apparently <16 y.o.)
Refusal of blood product administration; known Jehovah’s Witness
Pregnancy (known or apparent)
Isolated head injury



Pharmacies receive 
LyoPlas and supply to 
the blood banks and 
maintain oversight 
throughout the trial

Blood banks store and 
pack LyoPlas, PRBC or 
saline into transport 
boxes and supply to 
PHEM teams

PHEM teams attend 
patient on-scene, deliver 
intervention and transfer 
patient to the receiving 
hospital 

Receiving hospitals provide further 
treatment, obtain consent and complete 
follow-up for the patient

http://www.clipartlord.com/category/structures-clip-art/buildings-clip-art/page/5/
http://www.clipartlord.com/category/structures-clip-art/buildings-clip-art/page/5/


RAF Cosford – Helicopter with 
medic restricted flight times, 
MERIT car for evenings, 
inclement weather

Midlands Freewheelers –
Midland Freewheelers 
provide a FREE EMERGENCY 
out of hours blood and 
medical essentials delivery 
service to NHS facilities 24 
hours a day

Oldbury MERIT–MERIT car 
24 hours per day based at 
Junction 2 M5

http://intranet.xrwh.nhs.uk/
http://intranet.xrwh.nhs.uk/


Randomised Interventions

“Treatment” “Control”Packed Appearance

Allocation concealed until sealed box opened after recruitment



“An NHS Organisation that is Striving Continuously to Improve Patient Experience and Outcomes”

http://intranet.xrwh.nhs.uk/
http://intranet.xrwh.nhs.uk/
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From Payload Dispatch to Return
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Future roll out & recruitment



Partnership Recognition
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